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The French Catholic economic school grows
out of the Christian German Socialism which
sprang up in Prussia after 1848, and which
professed to have found the solution of the
social problem in the union of the Church,
with her thousand forms of beneficence, and
the State, penetrating, by means of taxation
and by the organization of a number of local
services, the inner life of the nation. Chris-
tian German Socialism opposed with equal
warmth the liberal economic school of Adam
Smith and J. B. Say, and the liberal political
school, which, starting from England, has car-
ried the system of representative parliamen-
tary government to all parts of Europe.

Christian German Socialism has put forth
several shoots. Bismarck professes to derive
State Socialism from it. He said one day in
the Reichstag: " What we want is not social-
ism ; it is rather Christianity without phrases :
the question is to give people, not hollow
speeches, but something solid." The Aus-
trian Catholics have been inspired by it. In
1875 the popular Convention of Lower Aus-
tria declared in a solemn resolution that " the
social question can be solved only by legis-
lative autonomy of the corporations in their
own affairs, under the protection of a Chris-
tian government." Prince Lichte'nstein, as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